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4. PhD student Hazem won the JADR/GC Young
investigator Award 2022 at the 100th IADR.

Hazem Abbas, PhD student
(International and Community Oral Health Department,

Graduate School of Dentistry, Tohoku University.)

In June 2022 at the 100™ International Association for Dental
Research (IADR) General Session & Exhibition that was held
online, Hazem Abbas, a PhD student at the International and
Community Oral Health Department, Graduate School of Dentistry,
Tohoku University, won the “JADR/GC Young investigator Award
2022" for his research on “The Association Between Toothbrushing
Habits and COVID-19 Symptoms” . He said that it was a great honor
for him to be awarded by the Japanese Association for Dental
Research (JADR) . Specially that this was the second time in a row
for him to be awarded at the IADR general annual meeting. He
thanked JADR committee members and GC Corporate for their
efforts to host and offer this award. He also expressed his gratitude to
his co-authors and professors for their support and guidance during
this research project. His 8-month retrospective cohort study found
an association between the change in the time and the frequency of
tooth brushing -from before to after the start of the COVID-19
pandemic- and having the three main COVID-19 symptoms (high
fever, cough, and taste and smell disorder) . His study used the data
from the Japan COVID-19 and Society Internet Survey (JACSIS)
and included 22,366 participants. And the analyses used for this
study was adjusted for several confounders such as age, sex,
educational attainment, equivalised income level, self-rated health,
health literacy, and living area. This epidemiological study raises the
important public health argument that there might be a microbial
pathway explaining the association toothbrushing habits and
COVID-19 infection.

5. JADR/GC Young Investigator Award

Li Aonan
(RBCRFERF B A 7eRE  SHI R R P a2 al e
(PR T %h5) )

It was a great honor for me to receive the JADR/GC Young
Investigator Award at the 70th Annual Meeting of the Japanese
Association of Dental Research. It is such a huge privilege and
recognition for the research I conducted so far.

Because of the persisting COVID-19 pandemic, the conference
was held in a hybrid way. It was a pity that we could not attend the

meeting easily and communicate with each other in person. But I
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truly appreciate the well-organized conference and symposium,
which gave me the chance to learn the latest knowledge regarding
oral and dental research. My research focuses on the regulatory
function of heparan sulfate glycosaminoglycan on the vasculogenesis
of human dental pulp cells. I believe this finding could open up a
new perspective on heparan sulfate application in dental pulp
regeneration. In addition, I am so delighted that the research has been

recently published in the Journal of Dental Research.

Finally, I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to Professor
Satoshi Imazato, Associate Professor Jun-Ichi Sasaki, and all the
fellow members of the Department of Biomaterials Science, Osaka
University Graduate School of Dentistry. Without their warm support
and kind encouragement, I could not get into understanding the truth
of scientific research, enjoy the research journey, and obtain
achievements. I am also grateful to be a member of our department,
which provides me with an energetic and comfortable working

environment.
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